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that in some of the States the laws could not be
enforced and asked for remedial legislation. Con-
gress responded with an act (April 20, 1871), com-
monly called the "Ku Klux Act," which gave the
President despotic military power to uphold the
remaining negro governments and authorized him
to declare a state of war when he considered it
necessary. Of this power Grant made use in only
one instance. In October, 1871, he declared nine
counties of South Carolina in rebellion and put
them under martial law.

During the ten years following 1870, several
thousand arrests were made under the enforce-
ment acts and about 1250 convictions were secured,
principally in Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina, and Tennessee. Most of these viola-
tions of election laws, however, had nothing to do
with the Ku Klux movement, for by 1870 the better
class of members had withdrawn from the secret
orders. But though the enforcement acts checked
these irregularities to a considerable extent, they
nevertheless failed to hold the South for the radi-
cals and essential parts of them were declared
unconstitutional a few years later.

In order to justify the passage of the enforce-
ment acts and to obtain campaign material for use